Student-Teacher Mini-Lessons

So far during this unit we’ve focused on Critical Reading and Critical Thinking: the two weightiest categories on the Writing Proficiency Evaluation (WPE).  That leaves us with 
the third WPE category - worth 20% - called Elements of Writing.  As a result, our last few class meetings will be focused on polishing our essays through editing and proofreading. 

The Top Essay Polishing Topics:
1. Transitions (within and between paragraphs)
2. Grammar (commas, semi-colons, colons, apostrophes, hyphens, run-ons)
3. Quotations (integrating and in-text citing)
4. Intros/Conclusions (structure, transitioning, keeping reader interest, using rhetorical strategies)

To work on these different editing and proofreading skills, you will be working in groups, becoming experts on a particular focus area, and teaching that skill to the rest of the class. By the end of this mini project, you should be an expert in one focus area, and have knowledge of three other polishing skills. This mini project will be broken up into three class periods:

Class Period #1: Working in Your Expert Groups
You will be assigned a particular focus area (based on your response to Wednesday’s Warm Up) in which you will become an expert and develop a lesson that you will teach to the class. In order to prepare for this in your expert groups, follow the criteria below:
· Create a handout with information that helps students understand your particular focus area (you will email this handout to me so I can make copies for the class)
· Create an interactive activity so the class can put the knowledge you share into practice. This can be an additional part of the handout, or a separate activity.  
· Prepare for your lesson by writing down personal notes and anticipated questions that may arise during your lesson.
· Each member of your expert group must have a role during the lesson. Make sure these roles are clearly defined before teaching your lesson.
· Make sure you have enough material to fill an approximately 20 minute lesson.

Helpful tools:
· Diana Hacker's Rules for Writers
· www.chompchomp.com
· www.grammargirl.com
· Purdue OWL
· Any University Writing Center

Class Period #2 & #3: Teaching Your Mini Lessons
Monday, May 6th: Quotations + Transitions
Wednesday, May 8th: Intros/Conclusions + Grammar

As a presenter:
· Be prepared with your materials on the day of your presentation
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Use your notes and anticipated questions to help you throughout your lesson

As a participant:
· Actively listen to your peer
· Write down any notes about the focus area you are learning about
· Complete your peer's handout and activity (this will count as a participation grade)

NOTE: All students will be responsible for applying the different editing and proofreading skills they learn about in their writing for the Assignment III revision.
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