            Show Me What You're Working With

Directions: Throughout these past two weeks, you have been gathering information about happiness. You started with Daniel Gilbert's "Reporting Live from Tomorrow" with your Pre-Draft A and B, and then chose two additional sources to work with that you located somehow through the scholarly lineage. Now, your next step is to figure out how to use these materials to help you reach an interesting and unique main claim.

Part One: Below is a condensed example of a student's Pre-Draft A, B, Scholarly Lineage, and Topic Reflection. Read through each section and analyze this student's thought process.

Pre-Draft A - Gilbert's Sub-claims:
· Super-Replicators
· Why we should use surrogates
· Why we don't use surrogates

Pre-Draft B - Analyzing One of Gilbert's Sub-claims:
Super-Replicators:
· Gene vs. Belief transmission
· False beliefs (belief that money and children will bring you happiness used as an example here)
· Accuracy
· Nodes of social network

Analyzing sub-claim:
Gilbert's connection to science and gene transmission really makes sense here, and reminds me of Dawkins in a lot of ways. I'm thinking of using Dawkins' meme transmission, and combining it with Gilbert to discuss the control society has over the human population and how that determines our happiness. Meaning, we are not actually happy, but think we are because of what society puts in front of us (ads, magazines, memes, etc). This extends Gilbert's discussion of false beliefs and nodes of social networks.

Although this is not part of this section, I want to also discuss how individualism fits in, and how it's not about being the same, as Gilbert puts it, but we are really all individuals underneath but society's control over us makes us the same.

Scholarly Lineage:
· Scholarly Article #1 - This article is useful because it discusses the effects of popular culture on humanity. However, it focuses on peer and social groups in adolescents and how those social groups affect mood/emotional states, instead of different forms of media, which is what I was originally looking for. 

· Scholarly Article #2: I want to use this article in my essay because it gives an analysis of individualism and how individual we think we are. This article claims that we are actually not unique individuals and are inherently more similar. It seems to currently contradict my ideas (but confirms Gilbert’s ideas), but I can always use it as a counter-argument.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Student Reflection: 
Here’s what I thought before reading the scholarly articles: We used to think that society controls our happiness by replicating the false belief that we are happy through ads, magazines and memes (when, in fact, we are not). 

Here’s what I think now that I’ve read Scholarly Article #1: I originally wanted to see if media was related to the false idea of happiness, but now that I’ve read this article that talks about how peer groups are mainly responsible for our emotional states, I am thinking that media isn’t the only factor. 

Here’s what I think now that I’ve read Scholarly Article #2: Now that I’ve read Scholarly Article #2 I wonder how much we are naturally or inherently all the same, and how much we become the same because of conforming to society. 



Part Two: Now that you’ve examined this student’s entire thought & research process, generate a claim that most accurately represents where this student is in the drafting process.  Once you’ve generated your claim, write down a few reasons for why you think that would be a strong claim for this draft.  Write your claim up on the board.

Group Main Claim: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Part Three: Once everyone is finished writing their potential claims on the board, walk around the room and put a star next to the ones you find most interesting.

Strongest Main Claim (decided after whole class discussion) & Why: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Trying it on your own 
Now that you've worked with sample student materials and have had the opportunity to see what the thought process for utilizing sources should look like for this unit, take out all the materials you've been working with and go through the same steps you did above:

· Read through and analyze Pre-Draft A, Pre-Draft B, Scholarly Lineage, and Topic Reflection
· Use these materials to brainstorm potential claims for your essay
· Write down a tentative claim

Your Tentative Claim: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

