“Making moves that matter in academic writing”
Writing an academic essay means entering a conversation, summarizing other writers’ views, and setting up one’s own argument. Use the following template to help you make those moves in your own writing. Remember, that in addition to making this moves, you also need to include source material (in the form of direct quotations or paraphrase) that helps you to further prove the point you are trying to make. Refer to your draft, my comments, and the source material to help you fill in the blanks. 
Introducing multiple sources within the same paragraph:
In discussions of happiness, a debatable issue could be whether or not _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 
My own view is that happiness _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  

 While some of the writers, like _________________ may argue that  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________, 

Others, such as __________________ challenge that _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  This is not to say that ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Of course, another writer such as ______________________ might object to ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   
Although I acknowledge that _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________,  I still maintain my original claim about happiness, that _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.   
Introducing Your Point of View: 

_____________ overlooks what I consider an important point about _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

I wholeheartedly support what X calls ______________, but I would add _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

My discussion of ___________’s ideas about ____________ is in fact addressing the larger matter of _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

Disagreeing, with Reasons
By focusing on _______________, ________________ overlooks the deeper problem of _________________. 

_________________’s view that __________________ is incomplete because, as recent research has shown, _____________________. 

_______________________ overlooks what I consider an important point about ________________________.

Agreeing and Disagreeing with a Source:

One of the writers,  ________________, claims that _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________, and I have mixed feelings about it.  On the one hand, I agree that _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  But on the other hand, I still believe that _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.  

Introduction to your Concluding Argument:

In sum then, I would argue that happiness _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________, which is an important point to make given ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Introducing a Quote: 

_______________ insists, “__________” 

As the prominent author _______________ puts it, “__________” 

According to ________________, “__________” 

In her/his book, Book Title, ______________ maintains that __________. 

______________ complicates, “ _______________”
