Assignment I: Draft Prompt

Reading/Writing/Researching Skills: Practicing Strategies from En 101, Understanding Credibility of Sources, Finding Credible and Relevant Sources, Reading with a Purpose
Sources: Excerpt from Dawkins’ The Selfish Gene; two credible sources of your choosing
Draft: Monday, February 4th – Post to the wiki one (1) hour before class begins + bring hard copy on the day that it’s due
Revision: Wednesday, February 20th – Post to wiki one (1) hour before it’s due

I. What is the Assignment?
I am sure you’ve all seen by now those funny little cat videos, pictures, and comics posted all over the Internet that look something like this:
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But how, exactly, did these cat memes catch on? For this assignment, you will be focusing on one genre of meme, the supernatural, and exploring the different ways in which this meme became, and continues to be, popular in our society. You will choose between three memes within the supernatural category: vampires, zombies, or aliens. Once you’ve chosen your meme, you will explore its cultural significance in order to develop a claim about its stability and penetrance in American culture. In other words, what makes this particular meme popular?

II. What do I have to do?
· Choose which meme you’d like to work with out of the following: vampires, zombies, or aliens
· Conduct research, finding two credible sources that will help you explore and explain the popularity of your particular meme
· Create a claim on why your meme has remained a stable, popular figure in American society
· Demonstrate to what degree Dawkins’ ideas about memes explain the popularity of your chosen meme. In other words, does he fully explain, fail to explain, or partially explain your meme’s popularity?

III. What are the formal requirements?
Claim:
· Explain how, why, or to what extent your claim is true/works
· Create claims that are unique, interesting, or unexpected

Source Use:
· Use Dawkins and two other sources to help further your claim

Mechanics:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Three (3) pages; 1000-1200 words
· Double spaced
· Times New Roman-ish
· Works Cited page (this is your fourth page)

image1.jpeg
| ¥ 9
INVISIBLE BIKE





image2.png




